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CONHDENT!AL ¢ December 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE

SUBJECE: Probable Soviet Reaction to Full-Gcale U. S.
Mobilization

1, The U38R mist for some time have been aware that its
policies were cansing mounting eoncern in the U. 8. and, at
least since the outbreak of the Korean war, were producing inw
creasing U, 8, military preparations. An announcement of plans
for full-scaie U. 3. mobilization, therefore, probably would not
gome as a complete surprise to Soviet leaders, and such a possi=
bility probably has been considered by Soviet planners.

2, 1If the USSR intends deliberately to provoke global war
in the near future (within six to eighteen months}, an announce=
ment of fullwscale U. S, mobilization probably would resuli merely
in an adjustment of the Soviet time=table. The USSE would time
its attack to take advantage of its optimum relative preparedness,
and to precede the date at whioh U. S. mobiliszation measures
began to produce major results,

3, If the USSR does not intend deliberately %o provoke plobal
war in the near future, tut estimates that the U. S. will do so,
an announcement of f&li-scale U.5. mobilization probably would
remult in a Soviet attempt to seize the initiative by an early
sttack on the US or its sllies.

L. If the USSR neither intends itself to provoke global war
in the near future, nor expects the U, 8, to do o, an announcement
of fulil~scale U, 5, mobillzation probably would not immediately
affect Soviet plans. Since the possibllity of such a U. S. move
mst have been anticipated, the armouncement would, in itself,
hardly csise the Kremlin immediately to alber its estimate of
U. 8, intentions. Soviet leaders probably would take advantage
of the period between the U. 5. announcement and the firsi concrete
regults of the program to study its effecte and implications,
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(®)

(e)

(4)

1z,

Playing upon the uar fears af the Yestern
Raropesns, ad tus atterpiing to alienete
wm fyom the U, 845 .

sxtending "poacs® overtures and diplometie
fealars for fourepower conversations, for

Soviet accords with individual
yagtern nations, and for disarrament dise
cnssions in the UNj

Tnspiring indastrial disturbance and possibly
sobotare 4n U, 8, and Vestern Faropean dalense,
transportation ard commnicstion industrios; and

Possibly dirvesting further 1locsl Commnist
aggression in the Par Fast or elsevhare,

daspite the forsgoing Soviet measures, and despite the

mary other obstacles to affactive T, 5. mobilization unom which the
Xremlin probably relies, the U, S. program promises materially to
s the relstive U, 8. power position, and the “estern Alllies
united and firm, Soviet tactles may shift materially. Undex
thess conditions, the Krerlin miphte

(a)

(®)

Ostansibly soften its polley, and perhene offer
material consessions to the ¥est in ordasr %o ré-
duce intornational tension, forestall the eomple-
tion of the U, 8, program, disrupt the Us 8o
stonony, and zain credit for the USSR as the
chaxpion of pesoej

Attempt to selse the i{nitistive by lmnohing an
{mpwdiates Soviet attack on the U, I, or 1ts =llles,
4in the belief either that a U. S. decision to
attack the Soviat Union had been reaghed, or
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 that the successful completion of the U. 8.
progran would constitute an intolerable
gcbstacle to the attainment of Soviet
objectives,

I i
‘Asglstant Director for
Bationsal Estinmates
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